
County of Grande Prairie Economic Development

COUNTY OF GRANDE PRAIRIE  
AND CLAIRMONT



The Opportunity
Clairmont, one of nine districts within the County of Grande Prairie, has  
seen exponential growth within the residential sector over the past decade;  
however, Commercial and Retail sectors have not kept pace. With very limited 
amenities currently available, residents of this area find it necessary to travel 
south, to the City of Grande Prairie, to satisfy their daily consumer needs. As 
a result, there are immediate opportunities in the Commercial/Retail market 
for the Investor, Landlord, Retailer, Restaurateur, and Hotelier. Appropriately 
zoned and fully serviced lands of varying sizes are available now for 
development to expand these market sectors.   

There is an estimated 3,950 acres of prime vacant land in the County earmarked 
for commercial and industrial development, with a wide variety of zoning in 
place.  This is high prairie country with generally level topography, and good 
geotechnical soil conditions for construction, mainly consisting of clay with  
3”-10” of topsoil and permafrost at 6’ below grade. 
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The Story
Within Canada, Alberta is well known for it’s vast oil and gas reserves and is considered to be one of the 
provinces with the greatest abundance of natural resources. While fluctuating global market trends, 
demands and prices can have a detrimental effect on the Provincial economy, this is not the case for the 
County of Grande Prairie, located in northwestern Alberta. This brochure aims to highlight the continuing 
growth and strength of the County. Previous statistics have been left in place, and revised statistics have 
been added, in an effort to provide developers and investors with greater insight into the stable, vibrant 
economy of this region. 

$109,000
The County’s average 
household income
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Statistics
As of the end of 2014, the population of the County of Grande Prairie had 
grown by 1.55%. Clairmont itself saw a population growth of 3.25% over the 
same period. This represents approximately 4,460 people, based on 1,593 
doors, with an average of 2.8 residents per household. With the addition of 
the proposed new town core development known as Clairmont Heights, there 
is the potential to increase the Clairmont Urban Area by approximately 6,000 
doors with an anticipated population of 15,000-20,000 residents over the 
next 20 years.

Housing demands continue to be high, with a current residential vacancy rate of less than 1%.  A typical new 
3 bedroom, 2.5 bathroom, two car garage, fully detached, single family home has an average selling price of 
$543,930. A 1.67% increase from the previous 2014 average selling price of $535,000.   

2014 statistics show that there were five operating hotels in the Clairmont area with a total of 413 rooms. 
Since that time, there has been the addition of 4 new hotels; two are now fully operational, and the  
remaining two are due to be completed in Q2 2017.  This will add approximately 460 rooms, with an average 
daily hotel rate of $120. 

Within a 200 kilometer radius, the County services a trade area population of approximately 280,000. This 
is an 11.54% increase over the 2014 estimation of 260,000. This catchment area includes some significant 
northern cities such as Grande Prairie, Grande Cache, Peace River, Valleyview and, in the B.C. Peace River 
Region, Dawson Creek and Fort St. John. As a part of the greater trade area, Northern Alberta’s population 
represents over 230,000, with approximately 9,400 registered companies employing over 115,000  
employees, annually generating over $9.3 billion in employment income. 

280,000
Estimated Total Trade
Area Population within 
200 km (124 mi)
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The Connectivity
Of equal importance to the trade area population is the infrastructure that allows traffic access to the 
County.  The County is strategically located in the Peace River Region of northwestern Alberta.  Major 
modern highways connect with Edmonton to the east, Dawson Creek and Fort St. John, BC to the north-
west and, to the south, the independently incorporated City of Grande Prairie. As a major highway 
confluence for the Peace River Region, the intersection of Highways 2 and 43 are central to the County 
and Clairmont. This intersection has seen a 4.8% increase in use with the current 2015 Average Annual 
Daily Total (AADT) vehicle count at 57,000 vehicles. The previous 2014 AADT for the same intersection 
was 54,500. Neighbouring residential nodes and commercial/retail development areas are easily accessed 
by way of well planned, controlled, intersections along these major highways.  Permitted signage and 
excellent visibility further promote the development potential of commercial and retail entities.
 
Not only is this area extremely well connected with Provincial major modern roadways, the Grande 
Prairie Airport is serviced by two of Canada’s largest air carriers: Air Canada and WestJet. The airlines 
have a combined daily total of 12 scheduled direct domestic flights to Calgary and Edmonton. The airport 
serviced over 420,000 passengers in 2016, up over 1.2% from the 2014 statistic of 415,000 passengers. 
 
The Canadian National Railway also services the County, with a freight depot conveniently situated in 
Clairmont. The Grande Prairie Regional Logistics Park Multimodal Site is located at the southeast corner 
of Highways 2 and 43. Phase 1 of a new 80 acre multimodal railway service, also located in Clairmont, and 
is due to be completed early 2017.

12
Regularly scheduled 
daily domestic �ights 
and weekly seasonal 
international �ights 
from Grande Prairie

Photo By: Wendy Kempert
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The Advantage
The County has a long-standing successful economic history with key 
economic drivers that include Agriculture, Energy Exploration, Energy 
Production, Service Industry, Forestry, Manufacturing and Transportation.  
Additionally, the County of Grande Prairie has long been recognised as the 
service hub for the Energy Industry within the entire Peace River Area. The 
average per household income is $109,000, a figure that is higher than both 
the National and Provincial averages.

The daily businesses of government, for all nine Districts within the County of Grande Prairie, is 
conducted under one streamlined, centrally located, administrative building. Worth noting is that a 
Development and Building Permit can be processed, and issued to the applicant, within 45 business 
days.  Developers and Investors also appreciate that the County of Grande Prairie and Clairmont have no 
Development Cost Charges. Also, Alberta is the only remaining province, in Canada, that does not charge 
provincial sales tax. 

Proposed Clairmont Heights
The majority of development and increased population within the County has transpired in the 
Clairmont area. The Town Administrative Office, Fire Hall, EMS, two Facilities Maintenance shops and 
the recent addition of two new schools are all located here. Accordingly, politicians, and the community, 
have decided it is now time to create a central town core. This is the basis for developing the proposed 
Clairmont Heights, an innovative Master Plan community, which offers a wide range of housing choices, 
local retail shops, services, and public amenities such as interconnected trails and green spaces with 
access to Clairmont Lake. Clairmont Lake is one of the main natural assets for the area and its adjacent 
lands will be used efficiently to promote higher density. 

The new village core will be directly connected to Highway 2 by way of a newly constructed, pedestrian-
friendly, Parkway and the existing Township Road 730. Both intersections are controlled. The Parkway and 
the necessary infrastructure work will commence spring of 2017. For further information on the proposed 
Clairmont Heights, please refer to the Clairmont Heights Economic Development Brochure. 

3,900+
Acres of Available Land 
in the County

If Alberta is not currently included in your business portfolio, it makes good economic 
sense to change that, and the County of Grande Prairie and Clairmont are strategically 
the right places to do so. If Alberta is already a part of your portfolio, you can never have 
too much of a good thing! 

Photo By: Bob Marshall
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Clairmont Heights

Clairmont Lake

Ferguson Lake

Clairmont Zoning

Clairmont Heights – Bulk Form Images
Watch “The Clairmont Heights Project“ on our Youtube channel: youtube.com/user/CountyofGP 7
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Interested in knowing more?  
For further information on this, or any other investment development 
opportunities within the County of Grande Prairie, please contact: 

middleofeverywhere.ca

Chris King 
Phone: 1-780-513-3956 
Email: cking@countygp.ab.ca

Dale Bellavance
Phone: 1-250-652-8388
Email: dale@bellgroup.co 

Cover Photo By: Wanda Zenner


